
TALK  
OF  
THE 
TOWN
An informal record of 
conversations held in Barrow 
Market, early March 2020 as part 
of Art Gene’s Extreme Views.



ENVIRONMENT

Where are your favourite environments in and 
around Barrow?

“Foulney Island - there’s never anybody there!”

“Piel Island, memories of walking across to Piel”

Who has this local knowledge?

“Camping opportunities are very limited, how can 
we give local young people new experiences of their 
environments?”

What are the challenges in protecting these spaces?

“Soundcamp on South Walney as an amazing  
opportunity”

“Most of these places are not accessible by public 
transport or do not have facilities for visitors - an is-
sue for families with children and older people”

Where can you reach by public transport?

-Sandy Gap
-Biggar Bank

“Earnse Bay is the only one with facilities and access 

COAST AND WATER

“When I was a boy our school had a boat that my 
dad would take care of and we would take trips out 
along the channel and around Piel Island.”

“You couldn’t do that nowadays”

“The Marina should focus less on the long term - 
large scale building projects and develop additional 
water access for larger moorings - recreational and 
transport crafts. This could happen immediately 
and the bigger projects could happen later.” 

This could be an active, community space.

“I would love to keep my boat (yacht) in Barrow 
but prefer to keep it in a deep water dock.  They 

should promote pleasure craft routes up the coast.”

“We could draw more tourism and leisure opportu-
nities by getting more people out on the water, and 
providing more access to this.”

“Memories of long line fishing up at Sandscales 
and shellfish gathering. Long walks with parents 
and sharing the catch with neighbours and friends. 
I hated the eels but our neighbour would take them 
and cook them. 
You’d put the lines out and the tide would come in, 
and once it was out you’d go back and collect your 
catch.”

How can we support the biodiversity of these 
places?

“Biodiversity, eh?”



PLAY

What kind of spaces do we need for an active 
and creative community?

Generally people would like to see more activity 
in the town centre, both for residents and to draw 
additional folk in.

“Big events like the soapbox did not increase foot-
fall into our shops.”

How could these events be developed to better 
support local businesses? 

“We’d like to see more music and entertainment in 
the town centre at the weekends.”

Where do you spend your spare time?

“There are very limited options for young people in 
the town centre.” 

“Young people need more safe spaces.”

What great spaces does Barrow already have?

BEAUTIFUL BARROW

Many people who we spoke to who moved and 
stayed in Barrow over the past 40 years say 
the beauty of the area and the welcoming com-
munity were their main reasons for staying.

“It’s a secret. People outside of the area don’t 
know about Barrow - it’s hidden.”

“They don’t know about the beautiful beaches 
here.”

“Our friends prefer to visit the Furness area here - 
it’s not as busy as the Lakes, easy to get around, 
and has a beautiful coastline.”



“Barrow has a sort of independent status - no 
longer part of Lancashire, but not a part of Cum-

bria. “

Could we have an Independent People’s Republic 
of Barrow?

“I remember when we were separated from Lanca-
shire - this was a bad idea!”

The identity of Barrow has changed a lot over the 
past 40-50 years, and there is a lot of conversa-

tion about the confidence of people and the town 
generally. 

BARROW IDENTITY

“Barrovians look out for each other.”

“There is a strong community presence, and lots of 
people get involved in their local communities.”

“Barrow is much more diverse than it was thirty 
years ago - this is a good thing! But there is still a 
lot of fear about migration into the area.”

“Reclaim Barrow for the Barrovians.”

“Barrow is tolerant and welcoming.”

“There is a strong sense of pride in the area here.”

“Some people feel that a lot of what has happened 
in Barrow has happened ‘to’ Barrow, that this is out 
of their hands, and control of the people of Bar-
row - including industry, development and employ-
ment.”

“We were made very welcome here when we 
moved to Barrow 40 years ago.”



 

Where can we buy locally sourced produce in 
Barrow?

“There are very limited options to buy food from 
local businesses in Barrow - but there are the stalls 
in the market, Green Hart Allotments, The Well 
shop on Dalton Road and Peace and Loaf Bakery.”

“I remember that Askam was well known for carrots 
- they would grow well in the sandy soil there.”

What can you forage for locally? 
“Wild Garlic”

Where is food grown in the Furness area?

“Allotments”

FOOD

What foods do you have memories of from your 
childhood?

“I remember going cockling as a child - and they 
were always full of gritty bits. We use to have win-
kles, you would eat them with a pin, and we shared 
them with our neighbours. You did not eat mussels, 
they were not considered clean to eat because of 
sewage in the water then.” 

“We would go long line fishing at Sandscale Haws, 
catching full lines of a variety of fish, some we 

called ‘flukes’ (flounders?), flat fish and occasional 
eels.”

“I would go with my dad on his motorbike up to 
onto Birkrigg Common to go mushrooming. This 
was just after the war.” 

What foods is Barrow best known for?

“PIES!”
“Green’s Pies are the best”

“You will get pies and peas at Christenings here.”

“Morecambe Bay Shrimps. You can’t buy these in 
Barrow, the nearest place you can buy them is in 
Ulverston. They are small but tasty, but expensive.” 



Who is responsible?

We had lots of conversations about this and 
opinions include: The Council, Central 
Government, property owners (from out of the 
region), and local businesses. 

There is some negativity towards local 
government, people feel that local government is 
not representing them, or impacting effectively on 
their experience of local life. 

Where can people find out about local groups, 
activities and businesses in Barrow?

“Barrow Eats - Independent app for takeaways.”

“Infurness - Independent business listings app.”

TOWN CENTRE

“The town centre needs more green spaces and 
planting.” 

“More care is needed for public spaces and 
buildings in the town centre.” 

Navigating the Town Centre

We had lots of conversation about enclosed and 
open spaces in the town centre, and how people 

move around or through alleys, side streets, cuts, 
pedestrian areas and also the entrance and arrival 

points to the town centre - particularly by bus or 
public transport. 

“We need better access for those with limited 
mobility in the town centre.”

“The townscape needs improving to be able to 
move around easier on mobility scooters or with 

pushchairs, such as difficult kerbs and badly 
maintained footpaths.”

“We need more social and meeting spaces in the 
town centre.”



MARKET

Does the market have a protected status in the 
town?

“We are worried that they don’t care about this 
place, they will turn it into something else, a car 
park, a venue.”

“The entrances need to be tidied up. The place 
should be more welcoming to visitors.”

How can events and activities organised in the 
town better support local businesses and draw 
more footfall into the market and shops?

“I’d like to see more locally sourced produce 
options available.”

“Public transport is important - the bus stops 
should be closer to the market entrances for elder-
ly and less mobile shoppers.”

“Toilets and other facilities are very important for 
some shoppers, and we need these to be closer 
for those who are less mobile.”

HOUSING

“I would like to see more community groups on 
Barrow Island.” 

Barrow Island is seen as a challenging area.

How will housing need to be adapted to meet our 
needs in the future?

“They should just bulldoze the place. It’s too big a 
problem to repair.”

What would support strong neighbourhood 
communities in the future?

“Access to the environment and natural areas via 
public transport is very limited to lots of residential 
areas in Barrow.”

What are the challenges with housing in 
Barrow?

“Barrow is just one big hotel.”
“Yes, I agree with that!”

“It’s difficult to get council
 housing here.”



ABOUT THESE CONVERSATIONS

Talk of the Town - a Future Barrow conversations 
took place on the 6th and 7th of March 2020, 
before the lockdowns in the UK were enforced 

due to the covid-19 pandemic which would go on 
to affect all of our lives in the coming days and 

months.

As part of the project, artist Katie Anderson spoke with 
a variety of local people: business owners, local 

councillors, shoppers and passersby. 

On Friday, 11 people stopped to look and view the 
displays, and 19 people stopped for a conversation. 

On Saturday, 16 people stopped to look and view, and 
15 people stopped for a conversation. 

Audiences were split male: female approximately 60:40, 
with an average age range of 40-60+.

This represents a small cross-section of the visitors to 
the market that weekend.

Alongside these conversations, the artist also gave 
Barrow Tarot readings, exploring possible future 

scenarios for the town through a specially created deck 
of cards. 

The artist was in residence in the Market as part of 
Art Gene’s Extreme Views, a three month residency 
programme which invited Katie to spend time in Bar-

row-in-Furness getting to know the people, places and 
environments of the Furness area.

Special thanks to the Barrow Market Hall team for 
facilitating this, to Jacqui Armstrong, and support from 

the Art Gene team.

EDUCATION

“There should be more education opportunities in 
Barrow.”

“I’d like to see more people given the knowledge 
and the confidence to start their own businesses 
here.”

“Yes, we’d like to see more variety of local 
businesses in Barrow.”

“We should have free education or alternative edu-
cation that could allow people to learn for the joy of 
it, and build up more diverse employment options.”

“I’d like to see more ‘Old School Teaching’ sys-
tems, that can better support and prepare young 

people to adapt and cope with working life.”

What jobs will employ people in a future 
Barrow?

“We need more safe places for young people to 
stay off the streets.”

“We need more education opportunities for people 
of all ages.”

What jobs would attract young people to stay in 
Barrow? 




